Borromean Studies

The 8 loops (Q 1) of the symbolic
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In this booklet, we present eight distinct ways of performing a Reidemeister move of type Q 1
on symbolic consistency.

The starting point is always the simple Borromean knot with 3 loops. The flattening
considered before the operation is levorotatory, and we assume that the ring of the Real is
above the Symbolic, which is itself above the Imaginary. This choice is arbitrary.

The flattening of the knot delimits "Eulerian" 8 zones, the nomenclature of which is shown in
the figure below:

TR TS

namely:
+ E for the exterior
« TR, TS, TI for the inside of the three circles outside jouissance (the hole of the real, the
hole of the symbolic, the hole of the imaginary)
+ JF,JA, and sense for the three jouisances designated by Lacan
+ a for the center of the knot.

For us, Q 1 type movements are frequent and clinically relatively harmless. They are the
description of operations that concern the structure of our speech, and which are characterized
by the conjunction (at least temporary) of two elements of a register, here the Symbolic. Should
we therefore speak of the identification of two signifiers, the highlighting or removal of an
ambiguity, or even the creation of a metaphor, the use of a metonymy? We leave this question
open. We will simply accept this term in its indeterminacy: the conjunction of two elements of
the Symbolic register. Without forgetting that the movement Q 1can go in both directions: the
establishment of a loop, or the annihilation, resorption of a loop.

What the knot shows us is that a loop in the Symbolic register results in the Symbolic
rope encircling a certain space, which is in a sense "set aside." This encirclement can take place
in each of the eight areas delimited by the flattening of the knot. There are therefore eight
possibilities, which we list below.

The interpretations we propose for the eight loops are obviously only examples and not
necessarily the best ones. They are only there to illustrate the possibilities of "making the knot
speak" or rather to show that the knot can help us to express ourselves.



Symbolic loop in the Exterior
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Every language has homophones, but also unique similarities that constitute the

"crystal of language," its unique genius that underpins the possibility of poetry.

Countless examples of the type: you are my wife — killing my wife — killing starves me.
Proximity of ivy to stone, etc.

There 1s nothing we can do about it, and the speaker is affected by it whether they like it or not,
regardless of any investment that might give it a specific meaning.

Symbolic loop in the (hole of the) Symbolic
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Here, the conjunction of two elements of S has the effect of cutting out a "reserve" in the hole
of the symbolic, in the shape of an "inner eight." The same reading as above is possible, except
that here, one part of the symbolic seems to obscure another. Something seems to be able to go
unnoticed because of this superimposition of the symbolic upon itself.

This allows us to note that there are inner loops and outer loops. The inner loops cut out a
reserve in TS, meaning, a, and JO. The outer loops cut out a reserve in E, TI, JA, and R.



Symbolic loop in (the hole of) the Imaginary
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Here, the conjunction of two elements of S has the effect of cutting out a "reserve" in the hole
of the imaginary, but without any effect on meaning. Only an effect of image, or even mirage.
Note that it is in this zone that Lacan situates the unconscious in "the third." Could this not be,
for example, the effects described as "eidetic" by Jose Carlos Somoza in "The Cave of Ideas"?
The effect of evoking images through the insistent use of oriented metaphors?

The loop of the symbolic in the sense

Here, the combination of two elements of S encroaches on the meaning, which is thereby
altered. It seems to us that this is typically what happens when two signifiers are combined in a
pun such as "famillionaire." It is an internal loop: the Symbolic obscures itself, the meaning
wavers for a moment of astonishment...



The Symbolic Loop in Other Enjoyment
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The unspeakable nature of non-symbolic jouissance is captured by a signifying conjunction that
attempts to account for it... poetic effects, mystical writings?

Loop of the symbolic in the object a
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It is the area pinned down by Lacan's a that is colonized by the encounter of two signifiers. We
would gladly see not the witticism, but the slip of the tongue, a disturbing substitution that
touches us most closely, by surprise, capturing a part of our desire.



Symbolic loop in the (hole of) the real
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"The unconscious is structured like a language," "topology is time," "a straight line is a circle
of infinite radius": the conjunction of two signifiers attempts to expand the field of the
symbolic, to dig deeper into the hole of the real. Scientific conquest, or in therapy.
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The symbolic loop in phallic jouissance
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The signifying conjunction here carves out its share of phallic jouissance. It seems to me that
the jubilant effects produced by certain utterances, such as Jarry's famous "merdre" or the
Tardieu's "Ciel mon zébu" could be an example of this occurrence, where the phallic function
comes into play in the ejaculation of an S1.

Future work: extend to the other two registers: the eight loops of the Imaginary and the eight
loops of the Real. What meaning would this have?



