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Borromean Studies

12 ways to create continuity between two 
consistencies
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Introduction

In this booklet, we present 12 distinct ways of bringing continuity to two of the three consistencies of the 
Borromean knot.
While it is legitimate to rely on the Borromean knot and its transformations to form the basis of our 
clinical practice, we believe that compiling a repertoire of these transformations is a prerequisite, which 
we are attempting to initiate here.

We are talking here about surgical operations. Splices imply that, for one reason or another, there has 
been a break between two registers, followed by a reconnection. These are events that we consider to be 
serious, which have a significant impact on the life of the subject who falls under these configurations.

The node we start with is always the Borromean knot with three rings. The flattening considered before 
the operation is levorotatory, and we assume that the ring of the Real is above the Symbolic, which is 
itself above the Imaginary. This choice is arbitrary.

To designate a given operation, we have chosen a nomenclature that seemed to us to be as simple as 
possible: A given continuity operation is characterized by three parameters:

• It can be RS, SI, or IR
• It can be performed on a crossing point near the center (Central: C) or far from the center 

(Peripheral: P)
• It can be performed in a radial (R) or tangential (T) direction relative to the circle centered at 

a and passing through the point in question

These three parameters define 12 possibilities, which are described below.
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The following figure provides examples of how our nomenclature can be applied.
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... this confusion between the symbolic and the real that we see in schizophrenia, where words become 
things. (B. Vandermersch, Une année à l'Hôpital [A Year in the Hospital], p. 347)
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• Phallic jouissance is intact
• The object a is no longer stuck. It boils down to a simple embrace of the Imaginary 

through the common consistency R-S
• The jouissance of meaning and the Other jouissance are coalescing. They are merging.

can be transformed without interruption, by simply sliding, into:

• Other Enjoyment, Object a and Meaning remain intact.
• Phallic Enjoyment is no longer held back by the knot. It merges with the 

outside of the knot (the subject?).
• The holes of the Real and the Symbolic are reduced to simple entanglements of 

the Imaginary through the common consistency R-S.
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• Phallic jouissance is intact.
• Other Enjoyment and Meaning are no longer stuck. They are reduced to a simple 

entanglement of the Imaginary by the common consistency R-S.
• Object a can no longer be distinguished from the hole in the Imagination, from which 

nothing separates it

can be transformed without interruption, by simple sliding, into:

• Other Enjoyment, Object a and Meaning remain intact
• Phallic jouissance is reduced to a simple intertwining of the Imaginary through 

the common consistency R-S. It is not stuck
• The holes of the real and the symbolic come together. Nothing prevents the passage from 

one to the other.



8



9



10

• Meaning remains intact
• Phallic jouissance and Other jouissance coalesce
• Object a is no longer stuck; it is reduced to a simple entanglement of the Real 

by the Unique S-I consistency

can be transformed without interruption, by simple sliding, into:

• Phallic jouissance, Object a and Other jouissance remain intact
• Meaning is no longer held back by the knot and can merge with the outside (the 

subject?)
• The holes in the Symbolic and the Imaginary are no longer stuck. They are reduced to a 

simple entanglement of the Real by the common consistency I-S
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• Meaning remains intact
• Other Enjoyment and Phallic Enjoyment boil down to a simple intertwining of the Real 

through the common consistency S-I
• The object a merges with (pours into) the hole of the real.

can be transformed without interruption, by simple sliding, into:

• Other Enjoyment, Object a, and Phallic Enjoyment remain intact
• Meaning is reduced to an entanglement of the Real through the consistency S-I
• The holes of the Imaginary and the Symbolic are in communication and can merge
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... but what holds together too tightly is the Imaginary and the Real, in that we move from one to the 
other in a quasi-continuity: but that is the result of confusion. Everyone can experience this in a 
nightmare. (B. Vandermersch: Une année à l'Hôpital, p. 351)
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• The Other jouissance remains intact
• The object a is no longer stuck. It is reduced to a simple intertwining of the Symbolic 

through the common consistency I-R
• There is coalescence between meaning and Phallic jouissance: no bar between S1 (J Φ) 

and S2 (meaning): a writing of the holophrase?

can be transformed without interruption, by simple sliding, into:

• Meaning, Phallic Enjoyment, and the object a remain intact
• The holes of the Imaginary and the Real are no longer stuck (no longer bordered by a 

triskelion). They are simple intertwining between the Symbolic and the single consistency 
I-R

• Other Jouissance is in continuity with the outside of the knot (the subject?). Nothing 
holds it back or contains it.



15

• Meaning, phallic jouissance, and the object a remain intact
• Other jouissance is no longer stuck. It is reduced to a simple entanglement of the 

symbolic by the I-R consistency
• The holes of the real and the Imaginary are coalescing.
• If Anxiety is defined by what bursts into the Imagination from reality, here it is the 

GAP in Reality that bursts in. Phobia?

can be transformed without interruption, by simple slippage, into:

• Other jouissance is intact
• Meaning and phallic jouissance are no longer stuck. They are no longer mere 

entanglements of the symbolic by I-R
• The object a is in coalescence with the hole of the symbolic: the canse of desire is 

identified with the hole of the symbolic.
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The former positions of the three jouissances and a have been retained in 
gray. One effect of the transformation is to substitute JA for JΦ.
A new triskel appears, allowing the placement of the new a, stable this time.

Could this be a transformation similar to Schreber's "elegant solution"? From a situation where only JA 
can still be wedged, we arrive at a situation where new possibilities for wedging appear for JΦ, a, and 
meaning. But we go through stages where meaning, initially located only in the hole of the symbolic, 
then finds itself outside...

Example of the transformation of an "outer eight" node into an "inner eight" 
node: the transformation of IR-C-R into IR-P-T:
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