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Borromean Studies

6 (+1) ways to reduce one of the three 
pleasures
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Introduction
The exploration presented here is based on the fact that if we start from the Borromean knot as Lacan 
most often presents it, the three consistencies delimit 8 zones and 6 crossing points organized in such a 
way that no Reidemeister movement of the Omega 3 type is possible.

For such a movement to be possible, it must be preceded by an Omega 2. The figure below illustrates 
such an Omega 2 – Omega 3 sequence.

In this booklet, we illustrate several possibilities for "reducing" one of the three jouissances: Phallic 
Jouissance, Jouissance of Meaning (Jouis-sens), and Other Jouissance through the application of an 
Omega 2-Omega 3 sequence to various consistencies.

We present 6 (+1) possibilities that seemed simple to us, but there are others.

The "interpretations" of the configurations that we offer in the form of sentences accompanying the 
figures are provided for illustrative purposes only. We believe that they can have clinical significance, 
although this is not necessarily unambiguous.
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Reduction of phallic jouissance through movement of the circle of the 
Real

• The Symbolic and the Imaginary can freely play around the axis of the Real
• The meaning remains intact
• Other jouissance and object a are no longer stuck, but amputated by the real that 

overcomes them
• The symptom, that which emerges from the symbolic into the real, is reduced, like 

inhibition, that which emerges from the imaginary into the symbolic
• Phallic enjoyment has lost its symbolic edge. It has been reduced to a simple real-

imaginary entanglement
• knot of the new psychic economy? (CM, May 7-8, 2011)

We found this configuration particularly interesting in that it illustrates, in our view, a number of 
propositions put forward by Jean-Luc Cacciali in his article in Revue Lacanienne No. 6 on anorexia-
bulimia.
Thus: "The imaginary of the body is thus detached from the symbolic dimension since, in its attempt not 
to be entirely phallic, the phallic function is rejected" can be read in the figure in the disappearance of 
the field of phallic jouissance on the one hand, and in the free slippage of the symbolic onto the 
imaginary circle on the other.
We can also see in the figure how
"In this process, she thus succeeds in dissociating the three consistencies of language, as in psychosis, 
but without being psychotic, because the three consistencies are not unraveled. The figure illustrates 
how we can understand that dissociating is not the same as unraveling: the free play of the real 
overcoming the circle of the imaginary allows us to present what Charles Melman refers to as addiction 
to the real. The absence of a symbolic circle on the side of what remains of phallic jouissance seems to 
us to account for the impossibility of an inscription that sets limits.
Finally, the figure reflects the fact that the symptom—in the analytical sense, that is, what emerges from 
the symbolic into the real—is completely absent here, except on the side of other jouissance. There is no 
real symptom in addiction.
"Endgame?" JB days of May 7-8, 2011
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Reduction of Phallic Enjoyment through Movement of the Symbolic 
Circle

• Phallic jouissance is reduced to a simple intertwining of the symbolic around the 
imaginary. Its real edge has disappeared.

• Inhibition, that which comes from the imaginary and intrudes into the 
symbolic, is considerably reduced.

• Meaning can freely unfold in the imaginary, through its symbolic edge that nothing 
can stop.

• Other jouissance is intact.
• The Real and the Imaginary can freely slide in relation to each other along the symbolic 

axis that remains. There is no unraveling per se, but rather a facilitated sliding of the 
Real and the Imaginary.

• Meaning and object a are no longer strictly speaking stuck, only bordered and at the 
same time amputated by the additional symbolic edge that is added to them.

• A knot that could describe certain forms of mania?
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Reduction of the jouissance of meaning through the movement of the 
circle of the symbolic

• Phallic jouissance can occupy the entire field of the real.
• The symptom unfolds fully in the field of the real.
• Inhibition, whereby the imaginary intrudes into the symbolic, is considerably 

reduced.
• Other jouissance remains intact
• The Real and the Imaginary can play freely around the axis of the symbolic, as in 

mania
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Reduction of the jouissance of meaning through the movement of the 
circle of the Imaginary

• Other jouissance can occupy the entire field of the real.
• The symptom unfolds fully in the field of the real
• Anxiety, that which intrudes from the real into the imaginary, is considerably 

reduced
• Phallic jouissance is intact
• The Real and the Symbolic can play freely around the axis of the Imaginary
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Reduction of Other Enjoyment through movement of the circle of the 
Real

• Phallic jouissance can unfold freely in the symbolic field
• The symptom, that which comes from the symbolic and intrudes into the real, is 

considerably reduced
• The jouissance of meaning is intact
• The Symbolic and the Imaginary can play freely around the axis of the Real
• Object a and phallic jouissance are not strictly speaking stuck. They have a second 

real edge
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Reduction of Other Enjoyment through movement of the circle of 
the Imaginary

• The jouissance of meaning can unfold freely in the symbolic field
• Anxiety, that which comes from the real and intrudes into the imaginary, is 

considerably reduced
• Phallic jouissance is intact
• The Real and the Symbolic can play freely around the axis of the Imaginary
• Object a and meaning are not strictly speaking stuck. They have a second 

imaginary edge
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Addendum: Reduction of Phallic Enjoyment through movement of 
the circle of the Imaginary

In fact, each of the three jouissances can be "reduced" by a movement of each of the three registers. 
Phallic jouissance in particular can also be reduced by movement of the imaginary and not only by 
movement of the real or the symbolic, as we have illustrated above. The figure below illustrates this 
third reduction.
It can obviously be exported for a reduction of JA and meaning.

• Phallic jouissance is reduced to a simple entanglement of the imaginary around the 
symbolic. Its real edge has disappeared.

• The symptom, that which intrudes from the symbolic into the real, is considerably 
reduced.

• What becomes of inhibition?
• Meaning can freely unfold in the imagination, through its imaginary edge that nothing can 

stop
• Other jouissance remains intact.
• Meaning and object a are no longer strictly speaking stuck; they only have an 

additional symbolic edge.
• Unlike other reductions, there is no register here that acts as an "axis" around which the 

other two can slide freely.


